Newsletter - 1969-02-13 by De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
Newsletters Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
2-13-1969 
Newsletter - 1969-02-13 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews 
 Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio 
Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters 





Kika de la Garza
91-166
WASHINGTON, D.C. Encouraging news, I hope, comes from the chairman
of the House JUdiciary Committee. Ever since Hurricane Beulah, I have been trying to get
before the U.S. Court of Claims the case of South Texans Who suffered damage to their homes
and business properties from this natural disaster. Last year I introduced a bill to ac-
complish this, and it was approved by the appropriate subcommittee and the full committee.
The legislation was not voted on in the House because it came up under a procedure which
allowed the objection of just one member to prevent action. Objection was made to the bill
on the grounds that it would be a precedent. I argued then, as I argue now, that the bill
would not set a precedent, but would simply allow the matter of compensation for those
suffering damage to be adjudicated by the Court of Claims. This year I again introduced
the legislation, and I have heard from the Judiciary Committee chairman that he will do
everything he can to get a vote in the House. And, of course, I also will try hard for
that. * * * * * * *
TAX REFORM The House Ways and Means Committee will begin public
hearings February 18 on the broad subject of tax reform. One of the matters on which tes-
timony will be heard is a proposal to increase the standard deduction for income tax payers
who do not itemize their deductions. The present standard deduction is 10 per cent of
adjusted gross income, with a ceiling of $1,000. The present minimum standard deduction
is $300 for the first exemption and $100 for additional exemptions, and the committee will
consider whether this should be raised to a higher figure.
My own tax relief bill, introduced at the beginning of this session,
would raise the personal income tax exemption for every taxpayer and each dependent from
$600 to $1000. I am asking the Ways and Means Committee to give careful consideration to
this proposal. Any tax reform bill certainly should include a provision to increase the
unrealistic personal exemption now given. I will press for consideration of my proposal.
In its hearings, the committee will receive testimony on proposals to
tighten up on tax exempt foundations, to change the tax treatment of charitable contribu-
tions, to disallow deductions for state and local gasoline taxes unless they qualify as
a business expense, to reduce or eliminate farm losses as deductions against non-farm
income, to set minimum and maximum incomes taxes, and other matters. Chairman Mills of the
Ways and Means Committee has said he does not expect a tax reform bill to be passed this
year but maybe next year.
* * * * * * *
FEBRUARY DAYS The United States is, of course, a nation of many
origins, and many Americans take pride in treasured memories of the lands from which they
or their ancestors came while giving unswerving loyalty to America. As a result, many
days are designated for nationality observances. Two especially American days in February
are Lincoln's and Washington's Birthdays, legal holidays in most states. But did you know
about General Thaddeus Kosciuszko Day (February 10), named for a Polish soldier and states-
man who served as Y:'::'J.nteer in the American Continental Arrrry? And February 15, American
Sokol Founding Day, marks the date in 1865 that a group of Czech immigrants organized the
first American Sokol Unit in st. Louis. The movement, noted for its excellent physical
program and staunch belief in democracy and freedom, soon spread among Czechs} Slovaks,
Poles and Yugoslavs throughout America. On February 16, Lithuanian Independence, c~clared
on that day in 1918. February 24, is Estonian Independence Day, widely observed by Esto-
nian-Americans. A most appealing day is February 17, Chinese New Year. It inaugurates
the Year of the Chicken, a designation that occurs as a part of a regular 12-year cycle of
animal 0:' fo,·:l n::mes in the Chinese calendar. Chinese-Americans will make resolutions,
pay off their debts, and explode firecrackers to drive out the spirit of the old year.
* * * * * * *
SA~ FORE LIBRARY Dedicated recently in Floresville was the sam
Fore Jr. Wilson County Library. The late Sam Fore Jr., close relative of the Reverend Sam
L. Fore, district superintendent of the Methodist Church at McAllen, was a great weekly
newspaper editor and a great human being. He enriched the lives of all who knew him by his
devotion to justice and fairness and by extending the kind of friendship a man meets only
infrequently in a life time. People in Wilson County, where Mr. Fore ran his newspaper for
so many years, made a big celebration of the library's dedication, and rightly so, for only
a few, a very few indiViduals among the millions who inhabit this earth survive the ages
of human remembrance and become history or legend. Here indeed is one of those few, for I
predict that as 1,Jg as there is a South Texas, someone, somewhere, somehow, will remember
Sam Fore.
* * * * * * *
PAY RAISE It is easier to swallow Kentucky style - as menti~'Jed by
,.,..., good Republican colleague from the Bluegrass State, Dr. Tim Lee Carter, on the floor of
the House, as follows:
"Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, it seems that the horrendous salary increase which so
many of us have strongly 0~p0sed will be enacted into law. I am reminded of an old
Kentuckian who thOUght he was crossing into the great beyond, and as the sun sank slowly
into the west, casting its benign rays over the horizon, he motioned to his wife to come
over to his bedside.
'" Mary,' he Whispered, you remember that old trunk in the basement?' 'Yes, John,'
sh" answered tearfully, 'r believe there is an old trunk down there.' '''ell, Mary,' he
whispered, there is a quart of bourbon, fine old bourbon in it. Go down and get it.'
"!Yes, John,' she said. '}lhat then?' John gave her specific instructions. He told
her to fill his glass with finely crushed ice, to bruise some mint, and to stir it up in
the glass, with just a pinch of sugar. Then he told her to pour the bourbon liberally over
the concoction and to decorate it with sprigs of mint, then to set it aside until frost
formed on the outside of the glass. 'And, then, Mary,' gasped the old man, his voice now
all but extinct, 'bring it up here to me and when you bring it in here, Mary, no matter
What I do or say, make me take it. ,,,
S~ many of us who have fought so valiantly, after this iniquitous bill
is passed and the tumult and the shouting dies, will say, "No matter What I say or do,
Mary, make me take it."
* * * * * * *
VISITORS FROM HOME Among visitors from home to the office this
week were Mrs. Bessie Marcus of McAllen. Mr. Jim Bates Jr. of Edinburg and Mr. and Mrs.
Chris Carrizales of Weslaco.
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